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WITH 
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Jovis, 12 Die Aprilis, 1759, 
Y Firtue of an Order of the Houſe of Commons, 
this Day made, I dos appoint John Whiſton, 
Charles Bathurſt, Lockyer Davis, and William 
Bowyer, to print this Report, with the Proceedings of 
the ſaid Houſe thereupon ; and that no other Perſon do 
preſume to print the ſame. 


f 


Am Os Tow, Speaker, 


REPORT 


FROM THE 


COMMITTER 


APPOIN TED 
pon the 1ſt Day of December I75 q 


To Enquire into 


The OrtGINAL STANDARDS of Welches 


and MEASURES in this Kingdom, and to 


conſider the Laws relating thereto. 
TH 
The Pao c EEDINGS of the Houſe thereupon. 


2M . -. 
8 12 4 1 | * - 1 ** 


Ve 2 6 Die April, 17 59. 


Ordered, - : 
HAT the Report from the Committee; who were appointed 
g 1 to inquire into the original Standards of Weights and Mea- 
ſures in this Kingdom, and to conſider the Laws relat- 


ing thereto, and to report their Obſervations thereupon,” together 
wich their Opinion, of the moſt effectual Means for aſcertaining 


and enforcing uniform and certain Standards of Weights and Meaſures 
to be uſed for the e be received upon Wedneſday Moraing 


3 next. 
5 Mercuril 
E 


T% ] 


| Mercarii 11 Die Aprilis, 1759, 


The Lord Carysfort (according to Order) reported from the Com- 


mittee appointed to inquire into the original Standards of Weights 
and Meaſures in this. Kingdom, and to conſider the Laws relating 
thereto, and to report their Obſervations thereupon, together with 
their Opinion of the moſt effectual Means for aſcertaining and enforcing 
uniform and certain Standards of Weights and Meaſures to be uſed for 
the future; that the Committee had inquired accordingly, and had con- 
ſidered the Laws relating thereto, and had directed him to report the Ob- 
ſervations of the Committee thereupon, together with their Opinion of 
the moſt effectual Means for aſcertaining and enforcing uniform and 
certain Standards of Weights and Meaſures to be uſed for the future; 
and he read the Report in his Place, and afterwards delivered it in at 
the Table, together with ſeveral Weights, and a pattern Weight, and 


alſo a Model of a Handle for an Half-hundred Weight, referred to in 
the ſaid Report. | | | 5 


Ordered, © | 8 | . 
That the ſaid Report be taken into Conſideration To-morrow 


Morning. 
Jovis, 12 Die Aprilis, 1759. 
The other Order of the Day being read 


The Houſe proceeded to take into Conſideration, the Report from 
the Committee appointed to inquire into the original Standards of 
Weights and Meaſures in this Kingdom, and to conſider the Laws re- 
lating thereto, and to report their Oblervations thereupon, together 
with their Opipion of the moſt effectual Means for aſcertaining and 
enforcing uniform and certain Standards of Weights and Meaſures to 
be uſed for the future. E . . 

And the ſaid Report was read, and is as followeth, viz. 


The Committee appointed to inquire into the original 


Standards of Weights and Meaſures in this Kingdom, 
and to conſider the Laws relating thereto, and to re- 
port their Obſervations thereupon, together with their 


Opinion of the moſt effectual Means of aſcertaining, and 


enforcing, uniform, and certain Standards of Weights and 
Meaſures, to be uſed for the future, have purſuant to 
the Order of the Houſe inquired into and confidered 
of the Matters referred to them; and have agreed to 


report. | 
I. THEIR Proceedings in Order to adjuſt and eſtabliſh cer- 


J fain Standards of Meaſures and Weights to be uſed through- 
out the Kingom. 
II. The 


. 


BY 
TI. The Means which have been propoſed as abſolutely neceſſary to 
enforce and preſerve Uniformity in the Uſe of Weights and 

Meaſures for the Time to come. ED 

III. And Laſtly, Their Opinion thereupon. _ | 

Iſt. Your Committee obſerving by ſeveral Reſolutions of a Com- 
mittee appointed laſt Seſſion for the ſame Purpoſes with the preſent 
Committee, and which Reſolutions were agreed to by the Houſe on 
the 2d June 1758; that the Meaſure of Length called a Yard was fixed 


and referred to a certain Diſtance — upon a Braſs Rod then delivered 


at the Table, and ordered to be kept by the Clerk of the Houſe ; 
that one third part of the faid Yard ſhould be a Foot; and the twelfth. 
Part of that Foot one Inch, and alſo that all other Meaſures of 


Length ſhould be taken in Parts, Myltiples; or Proportions of the 


ſaid Yard ; found nothing further neceſſary with Regard to Meaſures 
of that Kind, than to adjuſt, with Reference- to the ſaid Standard; 
the Extent of the moſt uſual Denominations, and Compoſitions of 


ſuch Meaſures z and conſequently 
The Ell ought to contain — one Yard and one Quarter. 


The Pole or Perch  - five Yards and a Half. 
The Furlong =< = 220 Yards: 
The Mile - — t760 Yards; 


The Meaſure of Land was eſtabliſhed by Stat. 33d Edu. T. in- 


tituled, An Ordinance for meaſuring of Land, which, aſſuming the 


Perch and Foot as known Meaſures, aſcertains the Acre by taking the 
ſeveral Sides of an Acre from ten Perches to forty-five in Lengthy 
and then deſcribing the Breadth neteſſary to form an Acre accordin 
to each reſpective Length mentioned in the Ordinance. From all which 
it appears that the Acre was meant to contain 160 ſquare Perches. 
The Committee, proceeding according to the Reſolutions agreed to 
by the Houſe laſt Seſſion, found that the ſupetficial Pole or Perch 
ſhould contain thirty ſquare Yards and a Quarter. | 
- The Rood „ IS 1210 ſquare Yards 
The Acre - . 4840 ſquare Yards. 
The Meaſures of Capacity are, by the Reſolutions reported by the 
former Committee upon this Subject; and agreed to by the Houſe 2d 
Fune 1758 aſcertained by cubical Inches, of which the Gallon is 
fixed to contain 282. | 
The Quart to be one-fourth of the Gallon; 
The Pint one-half of the Quart, 8 


The Buſhel to contain — eight Gallons, 0 


The Quarter eight Buſnelss. 1 
And all other Meaſures of Capacity are to be taken in Parts, Mul- 
tiples, or proportional Parts of the Gallon. 
Ples, or propo . | - 
Purſuant therefore to thoſe Reſolutions, | | 
The Quart ought to contain - 70! Cubical Inches 


The Pint - - * 
The Peck - | 1 564 
The Buſhel - 2 2,256 
The Quarter - +. Son | 
| B 99 8 But 
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But the Size of this Meaſure rendering it unweildy it is ſeldom 


uſed as an Inſtrument for meaſuring, 


By the ſaid Reſolutions relating to Meaſures of Capacity all Mea- 
ſures of the ſame Denomination, whether of Liquids, or of dry Goods, 
are to cantain the ſame Number. of cubical Inches, and all Goods, mea- 
ſured by ſuch Meafures, are not to be heaped but ſtricken with.a 
round Strike of the ſame Diameter from one End to the other. 

Theſe Qualifications prevent the Meaſures ſubject to them from 
being applicable to ſeveral Commodities, in the meaſuring of which 
a Buſhel has been uſed, as Coals, Lime, Turnips, Apples, Potatoes 
and the like which ſeveral Things cannot be ſtriken; and therefore 
the Buſhel cannot determine the Quantity of them; for it becomes by 
this Means only a Cylinder of 184 Inches diameter and eight Inches 
deep or (for Coals) 19% Inches diameter, on which. an irregular Pyra- 
mid is erected, according to the Skill of the Perſon employed in the 


Performance. | 


The moſt obvious and natural Method, of diſcovering the Quantity 
of ſuch Commodities, is manifeſtly by Weight, but the general Uſage 
of applying Meaſures to them, and the Legiſlature having. adopted 
that Method, and endeavoured to enforce it, your Committee ſubmit 
whether any new Regulation in Reſpect to thoſe Commodities ſhould 
be made, or if they ſhould be left as the Law now ſtands. 


It being ſuggeſted to the Committee, that fixing the Number of 


cubical Inches, which Meaſures of Capacity were to contain, might not, 
without ſome farther Regulation be ſufficient, eſpecially in the larger 
Meaſures, becauſe in all compreſſible Goods the Depth of the Meaſure 
would occaſion its holding more by the Weight of the Commodity, 
than a Meaſure of the ſame Capacity broad and ſhallow would contain, 
And although upon Trial made before your Committee with great Ex- 
actneſs by Mr. Bird, it did not appear, that the Difference, in Wheat 


meaſured by a deep, and alſo by a ſhallow Inftrument, was at all con- 


fiderable, yet, as there might by that means be Room left for Artifice 


and Slight, it was thought neceſſary to ſtate, that the Buſhel ſhould not 


exceed 8 Inches in Depth, the Peck 5 Inches, and the Gallon 5 Inches 
for dry Goods only, ſince Liquids are not in their Nature com- 
preſſible. Your Committee muſt at the ſame Time obſerve, that, if the 
above Regulation of the Depth of dry Meaſures is thought proper, it 
will be attended with this Inconvenience, that there muſt be two dif- 


ferent Sorts of Meaſures of the ſame Capacity, and Denomination, one 


for dry Goods, and the other for Liquids, becauſe the laſt not only do 
not require ſuch a Reſtrainr of the Depth, but cannot with Conveni- 
ence in Practice admit of ſuch ſhallow Meaſures; and the permitting 
of ſuch different Forms of Meaſures may introduce many greater 
Frauds and Evils than the Reſtraint will remedy. . 
The Reſolution of the former Committee agreed to by the Houſe 
2d June 1758 aſcertains the Standard of Weight to be the Pound 
then delivered to the Houſe, and the Twelfth Part of that Pound to 
be an Ounce, the 2oth Part of ſuch Ounce to be the Pennyweight, 
and the 24th Part of that Pennyweight a Grain, and all other Weights 
to be taken from Parts, Multiples, or certain Proportions of the 


ſaid Standard Pound. Your 
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9 
Tour Committee thought it neceſſary in the firſt Place to obtain, 
with the utmoſt poſſible Exactneſs, Standard Weights of the ſeveral 
Parts of the ſaid Pound, in order that from thence ſuch other Com- 
binations, or Proportions of Weight might be formed, as the.Buſineſs 
or Neceſlities of the Subject ſhould hereafter require. And Mr. Harris 
was employed by the Committee to make theſe. ſeveral Parts who 
accordingly did ſo with great Skill and Attention by a very curious 
and accurate Apparatus contrived on Pyrpoſe, ' It was adapted to 
five different Beams which, aſcertained the, Weights, fram 12 Ounces 
or one Pound down to a Grain incluſive; and that with ſo great 


Exactneſs as to diſcern, any Error in the Pound Weight to the 


230, ooth Part of the Weight, and to the 2000th Part of a ſingle 


Grain. ' : 


By theſe Beams the ſeveral following Parts of the Standard Pound 


were examined, and adjuſted by Mr. Harris in the Preſence of your 
Committee, and were found to, be. what their Denominations import. 
Theſe ſeveral Parts were tryed in every progreſſive Combination ne- 
ceſſary to diſcover their Proportions to each other viz, ZW 


ES © 


The Pound againſt the : | Ounce Weights 


The 6 Ounce Weight againſt the 2Þ Ounce Weights 
; | 1 


The 3 Ounce Weight againſt the 17 Ounce Weights. 


The 2 Ounce Weight againſt the one Ounce and? 

| * © * © two half Ounces 8 
The 1 Ounce Weight againſt the two half Ounces.” 
The + Ounce Weight againſt the 4 Ounce ö 


; p N ; 5 | | | | , a , 
The 2 Ounce Weight againſt the 3> Penny-weights, 
; | * 2 | g * 4 
The 5 Penny- weight againſt the 25 Penny-weights. 


The 3 Penny- weight againſt the 4 Penny-weights 


The 2 Penny-weight againſt the 


| Peony-weight, and 
I | 


Grains, 


The 12 Grains againſt the 


I 
2 
6 
3 
2 
1 
6 
3Y"Grains 
2 5 4 
I 


E 


The 6 Grains againſt the 


Grains 


3 
2 
1 
The 3 Grains againſt the b Grains 
The 2 Grains againſt the 1 Grain. 


And, upon all theſe Trials, the ſeveral Weights appeared to. your 


Committee ſo exact, that no greater Degree of Correctneſs could, in 
the Nature of the Thing, be expected. 


The Weights thus adjuſted in the Preſence of your Committee, and 
which are herewith preſented to the Houſe, are the following, viz. 


Half a Pound or 6 Ounces 
Quarter — or 3 Ditto 
: 2 Ditto 
I Ditto 
2 of Half an Ounce each. 
Penny-weights—3, 3, 2 and 1 | 
Grains. — 12, 6, 3, 2 and 2 of one each 
And Mr. Harris has procured, by Order of your Committee, two 
Setts of the following Multiples of the Standard Pound, all of fine 
Braſs which he will adjuſt with an Apparatus alſo contrived on Pur- 
poſe as ſoon as poſſible, viz. 
2 Pounds 
4 Ditto 
8 Ditto 
16 Ditto 
32 Ditto. . 8 
Theſe Multiples of the Standard Pound, together with that Pound, 
and the Parts thereof, adjuſted in the Preſence of your Committee, 
and which Parts are here with preſented to the Houſe, will be ſufficient 
for ſizing and adjuſting any Combination of Weight, which can be 
hereafter required for Uſe, 
The aforeſaid Reſolutions relating to Weights agreed to by the 
Houſe the 2d June 1758, having fixed the Standard to be the Pound, 
therein deſcribed, and all other Weights to be derived therefrom, in 


Parts, Multiples, or certain Proportions, your Committee found it 


neceſſary to enquire into the Proportion, which the Weight, called 
Avoirdepois, bears to the Pound mentioned in the ſaid Reſolutions, 
And upon repeated Trials by the Apparatus at Mr. Harris's men- 


tioned before; they found the Proportion to be according to the fol- 


lowing Table; whereby the Avoirdepois Weights from a Ton to l of 
a Dram, and alſo the Apothecaries Weight to a Scruple, are turnd 


into equal correſponding Weights in Multiples, and Parts of the Stan- 
dard Pound, referred to in the aforeſaid Reſolutions, and preſented to 
the Houſe the laſt Sefſion, 
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TABLE of Avoirdepois and Apothecaries Weight turned into Standard} 
Avoirdepois | Standard Avoirdepois | Standard |. 
—Great Weights. Ib. Ib. |] oz. |dwt. | 10. a N Parts. 
| Ton = 2240, 2725] 4 | —| — [Ounces 15] 1313078 
4 168002044 — | — I 4 12't5 we - 
1 112001362184 — x2 11117 6 
Ht 4 — 560 681] 4 | — 11b, - 12 1019 — 
Hundreds 9 - 100811226 4 |16 5 11} e 
| 8 - 896,1090] 1 [12 10 9 2/12 
7 - 1784 9330/10 [8 | of |-8| 4{ 6 
6 - 672] 817] 7 | 4 *Ib. 8 7] 6]— 
5 3560 651] 4 |— 7 6| 7118 
4 - 4485] 545] — 16 6 5] 9112 : 
3 336 408] 9 [12 | 5 | 47 6] 
2 - 2241 „ ©} 0 alb. 4 g/l —- “ 
| 1 114 1361 34 3| 24018 
55 41 84] 102] 2 | 8 | 2 1116/12 
"= oo £6] 68] 1 12 I 18] 6 
> JR 28] 34] — [16 Drams 15 171 2| 4 
RT, Oba 14} 171— 8 | 14 15/23] 4 
Pounds 1000/1216] 8 | — 5 13 14019 7 
900j1095] — | — 3 Oz. 12 131162 
; 306 992] (( 11 1213433 
700] 851] 8 | — 10 111 9 x 
600 730] — — | 9 10 6] + 
500| 608] 4 | — 4 OZ. 8 9] 3 
400 486] 8 | — IP 7123] 7 
3000 365 —| — 6 6120] * 
| 200| 243] 4 | — 5 5116] + 
; 100] 121] 8 | — + Oz. = 413]: | 
go] 109] 6 | FRE Ss, 3 3010 1 
| 89] 97] 4 |—| -| 2 2]6]+ 
70 B85|'2 | — 1 113 * 
604 73] —] — | 3 — 20 LA 
50 60110 — + } 13 12 
40 488 8 7 FO, 6] 22 
30 36 6 1— = _ 
f 201 244 4.(— Apoth. Weight | [dw gr. 
10} 12] 2 — Drams T—|—'17]2 ö 
9 1oftr | 8 . | 
8) 98 fio. SE 5]|—-|—]12]12 | 
7 816 7 O2. 4—1— 1101 — 
6 „ 5 4 7102 
6 5 61.1 1 Oz. 2 —— 51— 
2 44 4410 8 —— a 
* 3] 37 6 jScruples 2—[— 1116 
2 2 2451 4 120 . 
* ö 1 mY I} 2 112 5 | | . | 
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The above Table is calculated with perfect Exactneſs, and nd 


Fraction of a Grain occurs till the Dram Weights. 

And your Committee ſubmit, whether when the Fraction is ſo mi- 
nute; 2s it is in the Parts of a Dram, it would not be proper to conſider 
it as a Grain and add it to the Weight — The Difference though it 
happens in the ſmall Weights being ſo inconſiderable, that it is appre- 


hended the Convenience to the Subjects, by avoiding the Fraction, 


will be much greater, than any Advantage that can ariſe by attending 


to ſuch Minuteneſs. | | 
And, in order to know what might be the Effect of aboliſhing the 


Avoirdepois Weight, as a different ſtandard Weight, from that men- 


tioned in the ſaid Reſolution, they examined Mr. Foſeph Creſwick, 
Clerk of the Rates, Mr. Villiam Biſſet in the Accomptant-General's 


Office, and Mr. Frewin Land-Surveyor of the Port of London in Re- 
lation thereto ; and Mr, Joſeph Crefwick informed your Committee 
that laying aſide the Uſe of the Avoirdepors Weights intirely, would 
create great Difficulties in collecting the public Revenues, on Ac- 
eount of the Number of Fractions — but that thoſe Difficulties might 
be got over by employing a Number of Hands — that he made his 


Eſtimation of theſe Pifficultics in the Computation of the Duty on a 


Pound of Tobacco which he thought the moſt ſimple Thing; for 


Suppoſing a Pound Avoirdepois to be 2008 Grains 
O 


And a Troy Pound F 
Then the Rate to be charged for the Avoirdepois Pound muſt be to 
the Rate charged for the Troy Pound above-mentioned as 100 to 


$2242, and the Difference per Cent. will be 17543. He added, that if 
the Fractions. could be reconciled, the ſame Method of computing 
which is now made uſe of might be followed exactly with the ſame 
Eafe. In all this, Mr. Frewin and Mr. Biſſet agreed in Opinion with 
Mr. Creſwick. | | | 
It was alſo obſerved to your Committee that the Practice of deli- 
vering out Weights, regularly and legally ſized, had been hitherto con- 
fined to ſuch ſpecifick Weights as were in the Poſſeſſion of the Perſons 
authorized to ſize the ſame, and that no other Weights though 
Parts, Multiples, or - bearing an exact Proportion to the Standards, 
could be legally obtained ; and therefore unleſs Care was taken to 
rovide a Remedy, the aforeſaid Reſolutions (particularly the Eleventh 
Refolutien) would not only aboliſh the Avoirdepois Weight, but like- 
wiſe thoſe uſed by Apothecaries, and referred to in all Medicinal Pre- 
ſcriptions. | b 2 | 
But the Correſpondence, of the Avoirdepois Weight with the ſaid 
Standard Pound, being, according to the aforeſaid Table, aſcertained ; 
and the Apothecaries Weight being only a different Sub-diviſion of the 
Troy Pound, with different Names annexed to two of thoſe Diviſions, 
din. 20 Troy Grains are called a Scruple, and 60 Grains or three 
Scruples called a Dram, Your Committee apprehend that all the 
Inconveniencies, imagined likely to ariſe, from adhering to the ſaid: 
Standard, will be avoided, and the Advantage of Unitormity, and' 


. 


Prevention of Fraud will be obtained, if thoſe who ſhall be appointed. 


to ſize and aſcertain Weights hereafter are impowered to aſcertain, and 
deliver out to ſuch as require them any Weights, being Parts, Mul- 


tiples, 


. 


3 1 Lu . [7 
4 tiples, or bearing any Proportion to the ſaid Standard Pound; provided | | = 
1 that the Weight, according to the ſaid Standard, be marked upon 5 1 
3 cach Maſs fo ſized and delivered. And by the ſaid Table it will =_ 
appear, in what Manner ſuch a Power might be executed and operate 1 
particularly in Reſpect to the Weight called Avoirdepois. For by that | *Y 
Table it appears, what Standard Weight a Perſon would receive $ 
who deſired a Weight equal to the Avoirdepois Weight mentioned 
in the Column intituled Avoirdepois, and by uling Weights ſo 
marked, all Difficulties of Computation in reducing the Avoirdepois | I 
to the Standard, and all minute Fractions in computing Duties, or {2 
Prices of Goods will be avoided. = | : | U 
For Inſtance if the Weight called the Pound Avoirdupois is ne- | [2 
ceſſarily uſed at the Cuſtom-houſe, or eHewhere, a Weight according i 
to the Standard being one Pound two Ounces and twelve Penny- a 
weight, and marked as ſuch is equal to it, and therefore this Weight 
being uſed, the Duties may be computed as formerly on the Pound 
Avoirdepois: The Denomination only and not the Quantity being really 
altered, And this will equally hold with all other Weights, whether 
Multiples, or Parts of the propoſed Standard. The medicinal Weights: 
alſo will be the ſame, as thoſe now in Uſe, only marked by the Num- 
ber of Grains, and, if deſired, diſtinguiſhed alſo by the Mark uſed in 
medicinal Preſcriptions. — 
The Materials, of which Weights for the future ought to be made, 
alſo deſerve Attention. The uſual Practice, in large Weights, has- 
been to uſe Lead, or other ſoft Metal for the more eaſy adjuſting the 1 
E | _  Maſsto the Standard; though the greateſt Part of the Weight is made. - Se - 
= of a hard Metal ſuch as Caft Iron; but your Committee (obſerving. * 
1 that by this Practice the Weight itſelf was eaſily altered and that the J 
4s ſizing of it could not be any permanent Evidence of its Exactneſs | 5 b 
4 ſince Lead might be added to it or cut away from it at the Will of. 
A | the Owner) examined Mr. Freeman a Maker of Scales and Weights, 
mm who ſaid that the ſoft Metals were not abſolutely neceſſary; and that 
bs | Weights of Caſt Iron might by the Help of other hard Metals ſuch 
F as Braſs or what is called Pot-metal be, he believed, adjuſted to the 
5 Standard, and marked fo as not to be ſubject to the Frauds, or Varia- | 
3 tions, which Lead is liable to: and he produced to your Committee 
15 Patterns of Weights made accordingly, and he ſaid that the Differ- | 
" ence of the Prices of Weights made in this Manner would be as fol- | 
78 lows, | | 
'F Price as ulu- Price if | Expence 'on| - 
5 | Weights ally made | made as the. | each re-ad- 
4 Avoirdepois | at preſent. | Patterns pro- juſting 
= i 1 doc! 4 
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And if the Weights were to be made of Bell-metal, the Price 


would be one Shilling per Pound of the Metal. 
And he ſaid that in theſe large Weights it was neceſſary to re- ad- 


Juſt them frequently, the conſtant uſe of them (often in a careleſs 


1 . . 
I | Manner) reducing them conſiderably; and that he is quarterly em- 
+ | | ployed to adjuſt the Weights uſed at the Cuſtom-houſe, 
By this Account your Committee obſerving that a very great 
| Charge would be laid upon the Subjects by the additional Price in- 


| pea. by thoſe hard Metals, by which Weights mult be adjuſted, di- 
1 rected Mr. Freeman to make a Pattern Weight of caſt Iron of a F orm, 
# | | which might be leſs liable to Injury from Uſe, and which might be ad- 
= 5 juſted, and marked on the Handle, ſo as not to be eaſily altered by the 
Owner, and yet be of nearly the ſame Price with the Iron Weights: 
now in Uſe, -—- : . | 
Mr. Freeman accordingly produced to your Committee a Weight, 
made purſuant to their Directions, which is herewith preſented to the 
Houſe, not as being an exact Weight, but as a Specimen only of the 
Form in which large Weights ought to be made, and of the manner 
in which they ſhould be marked. The adjuſting may always be eaſy, 
and alfo cheap to the Subject by the upper Piece or Bar of filed Iron 
on the Handle (a Model of a Handle for a Half. hundred Weight is, WE | 
alſo herewith produced) And both Mr. Freeman and Mr. Reed, ano- b | 
ther Scale-maker, agreed, that if ſuch Weights were in common = 
Uſe the Price would not be above 64. each Weight more than the * 
Price now paid for the common Weights and that the re-adjuſting 
would be from 64. to 12d. per Weight and not more — But after 1 
making Weights by the Direction of the Committee they were of 7 
Opinion that the Price would not be encreaſed. 
They likewiſe informed your Committee that th 


of Weights following would be viz. 


e Price of the Sets 


1 Weights equal to the following Avoirdepois Weights a Set -Þ 
: 1b. . a 1 Þ 
> 5 5 1 
: Aen.. 56) | 9 
; p Stone 14 All of caſt Iron as q Formerly 185. now B 
| R : NOW propoſed. Pr opoſed 206. « 7 

— 80 
' * 5 
i 2 Oz. 

1 5 | : 

8 All of Braſs — Price 25. 

2 | cs. 

= | 5 

2 Drams 

1 

5 : 

Standard 


| | 
1 : a | 
1 | | : : Wy 
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3 Standard | 
. 02. 256 J 
A 128 8 
1 ; 04 | 
* 32 
$ x Braſs Bell Faſhion » 17. 175. Price . 
3 | —_ q 
3 T--þ i 3 
4 ry « 
1 E 7 
4 1 3 i f 
A which are the ſame with the Sets now uſed at the Exchequer. | | 
3K The ſmaller Weights, from a Pound through all its Parts, are moſt . 
7 conveniently made of Copper, Braſs, or other ſuch hard Metal; and | | 
ſhould not be made of, or adjuſted with Lead or other*ſoft Metals. | = 
And the only Guard, againſt fraudulent Alterations of ſuch Weights, " 0 
muſt entirely depend, as the larger Weights muſt alſo chiefly, upon : 1 
the Regulations which ſhall be made to inforce, and preſerve Unifor- 
mity, in the Uſe of what the Legiſlature ſhall think fit to eſtabliſh 
which falls under the 2d Head of this Report vi. 
II. The Means propoſed as abſolutely neceſſary to inforce, and pre- 
ſerve Uniformity in the Uſe of Weights and Meaſures for the Time to 
come. 5 
YN The repeated Endeavours of the Legiſlature, -ever ſince Magna 
1 Charta, to compel the Uſe of one Weight, and one Meaſure through- | | =_ 
iP out the Realm, never having proved effectual, there ſeems little to be | | - 
1 expected from reviving Means, which Experience has ſhewn to be in- „ 3 
bk adequate; and yet it is vgry difficult to deviſe any thing entirely unat- | 4 
ww | tempted by former Parliaments; for, | 
by 1, Weights and Meaſures were to be ſealed with the King's Seal, 
1 they were alſo to be marked with the Seal of the Shire Town, they 6 ' 
= were to be examined by the Mayor, or Bailiffs twice in the Year; and Stat. Edw. I. 
3F the Standards were to be kept by the Mayor, Bailiffs, and ſix ſworn c. 8, 9: 
„ Jawful Perſons of the ſame Town, before whom all Meaſures were alſo 18 Edw. II. 
'e to be ſealed; it was alſo: made preſentable at the Leet to uſe falſe 
Bt | or double Meaſures, and to theſe Regulations were added Fines 
- Amercements and even Impriſonments. | | 
= 2. The Treaſurer was then ordered to cauſe Standards of Braſs to 14 Edw. III. 
3 be made, and ſent to every County, and two or more Perſons were in 
V each County to be aſſigned, to ſurvey Weights and Meaſures, yearly 
13 within Franchiſe and without, to hear and determine, to fine and im- 
1 priſon, and account to the Crown for three fourths of all the Money. 
' K by theſe Means levied. | | | | 
3 | This Commiſſion was four Years after repealed, with Marks of par- g Edw. III. 
1 liamentary Diſapprobation; but Experience ſoon. teſtified that the or- | . 
2 dinary Juriſdiction in the Country was inſufficient to inforce the Law 
7 of Weights and Meaſures and that, where either the Crown had no 
= . immediate Intereſt, or no particular Perſons were appointed to watch 
A 5 on ws 


i4 J 
| over that ſpecial Set of Laws, Obedience to Regulations of Weights 
25 Edw. III. and Meaſures could not be expected: therefore the Legiſlature was 


ut forced again to have Recourſe to Perſons ſpecially appointed, by the 


Edw. III. | 
3 aw. 2" Crown, to hear, determine, and puniſh Offences reſpecting Weights 


and Meaſures with ſuch Directions for exerciſing their Juriſdiction as 
ſeemed proper to avoid the Objections to which the 1 Commiſſion 
of this kind was liable. 
This Power in the Crown, to aſſign ſpecial Commiſſioners, was 
34 Edw. III. thought by Parliament of ſo much Conlequence, that it was con- 
tinged expreſly even after Juſtices of the Peace were appointed, after 
Magiſtrates of Cities and Boroughs were directed to execute thoſe 
Laws, and ſtands hitherto unrepealed, though it does not appear, that 


ſuch Commiſſions were afterwards iſſued. 
3. The Buſineſs of Weights and Meaſures being made Part of the 


ordinary Juriſdiction of Juſtices of the Peace, and of Magiſtrates of 


Cities and Boroughs Cc. the next Care of the Legiſlature was to 


eſtabliſh and diſperſe exact Weights and Meaſutes, to add Penalties, 


and direct Methods for diſcovering Offenders. The tirft was done by 
aſcertaining Standards to be preſerved in the Exchequer from whence 
Weights and Meaſures ſized by and correſponding with the King's 
13 R. II. Standards were to be ſent to the Cities, Boroughs, and Market 
15 = by Towns; and the laſt was carried fo far as to authorize the Magilirates 
8 H. vi. to examine the Offenders themſelves or any of them upon Oath. 
11 H. VI. But one Error in theſe Regulations increaſed the Inconveniences 
7, 11, 12, which were intended to be prevented, and probably extended them ſo 
H. VII. far that it became impracticable to put the Laus in Execution. 

That Error was, permitting the Weights and Meaſures ſent to the 
ſeveral Cities, Sc. to become Standards, "from which others were made 
and diſperſed for common Uſe; whereas if thoſe ſent from the Ex- 

cheguer had been preſerved only for Evidence to cheque and diſco- 
ver Deviations from the King's original Standards, and Proviſion had 
been made for ſupplying the Subjects with Weights and Meaſures 
ſized by thoſe original Standards themſelves, all Frauds and Miſtakes 
in making them would have been avoided, and ſuch Marks might 
have been put by the Perſons authoriſed to deliver them out to che 
Subjects as might have ſecured the Uſe of legal Weights and Mea- 
- ſures or have rendered the Conviction of Offenders very ealy. 


To the Neglect of ſuch a Regulation and Proviſion your Com- 


mittee on the fulleſt Conſideration principally aſcribe the great 


* 


Confuſion, and wide Difference in the ſeveral] Weights and Meaſures 


throughout the Kingdom; which makes a univerſal Review and Re- 
formation abſolutely neceſſary before any Regulations for preſerving 
Uniformity can be put in Execution or have any Effect. 

From the Conſideration of the ſeveral Statutes, the Subſtance of 
which has been ſhortly recapitulated under the three foregoing Heads, 
and alſo the four laſt Reſolutions of the Committee appointed the laſt 
Seſſion of Parliament for the ſame Purpoſes with the preſent, and 


agreed to by the Houle the 2d June, 1758, viz. 


That it ought to be niade penal for any Perſon to have in his 
: | Poſſeſſion 


ok 

« Poſſeſſion any Meaſure or Weight that is not agreeable to the 
Standards. | E. | 

That it ought to be made highly penal for any Perſon to make or 
ce ſell any Meaſure or Weight that is not agreeable to the Standard. 
„That for inforcing Uniformity in Weights and Meaſures no 
<« Perſon ought to be permitted to make Weights or Meaſures with- 
e out having firſt obtained a proper Licenſe tor that Purpoſe upon 
& the Payment of a certain Sum; and == 

That all Meaſures of Capacity ought to be marked with the 
« Name of the Maker and after a proper Examination be ſtamp- 


* ed with the Initial Letters of the Name of the Perſon who has ex- 
c amined it.” : 


Your Committee thought it expedient to procure every Informa- 
tion which might enable them to form a juſt Opinion of the moſt 


effectual Means for inforcing 3 in Weights and Meaſures to 


be uſed for the future; and that the Houſe may the better judge of 
the Opinion your Committee have formed they ſhall now pro cd to 
ſtate the Foundation of it. 1 | 
There are three Subjects of Regulation viz. Meaſures of Length; 
Meaſures of Capacity, and Weights. | / | 
The firſt of theſe cannot be deſcribed in Words, but by reference to 
ſome determined Space of which a Model or Standard is previouſly 
eſtabliſhed. 5 | | 
The ſecond is capable of Deſcription (the firſt being aſcertained) 


and therefore requires neither Model nor Pattern. 


The third, not being derived from the firſt, is incapable of ſuch Deſ- 


.cription as the ſecond, and therefore there muſt be Models, or Speci- 


mens of every Part and Multiple, required for Uſe of that Weight 
which is fixed to be the Standard. h | | 
The firſt and third being of a ſimilar Nature will be mentioned 
after what relates particularly to the ſecond ; which, being | 
Meaſures of Capacity, are by the Reſolutions of the former Com- 
mittee agreed to by the Houſe to be determined by the Cubical In- 
ches they contain. | | 3 LE 
To aſcertain theſe Meaſures, or to diſcover their Exceſs, or Defects, 
the Art of gauging is neceſſary, and ſuch Meaſures being made in 
different Parts of the Country, and univerſally diſperſed ; therefore in 
order to know what might be the beſt and eaſieſt Regulations for the 
Subjects; your Committee examined Mr. Matthew Lowthian Correſ- 
pondent Sc. and Mr. Simon Verlander and Mr. Jobn Barret Gene- 
ral Exciſe Examiners. And Mr. Matthew Lowthian informed your 
Committee that there are in Zng/and 49 Collections of Exciſe, to 
which there are appointed about 230 Superviſors, and above 3000 
Exciſemen — That the Collections are made, and the Money paid, in 
every Market Town in the Country, to the Collector appointed by the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe, and that the inferior Officers of Exciſe are 
permitted to receive no Money ariſing from any Duties, except thoſe 
of the Coach and Plate Duties, for the Receipt of thoſe the Collector 
is impowered to appoint ſuch Officers as he thinks fit The Coach 
and Plate Duty have made no Increaſe in the Expence of collecting in 
| * | a. 
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the Country —The inferior Officers of Exciſe (on Account of the 
Smallneſs of the Sums) are allowed to receive the Duty from People 
that brew Ale for Fairs, and pay it to the Collector the next ſitting: 
Day —The Commiſſioners of Exciſe licenſe Plate and Spirituous Li- 
quors — the Collector and Superviſors grant Licenſes toretail Spiritu- 
ous Liquors — That he apprehends, if the Officers of Exciſe were to 
ſize Meaſures, it would neceſſarily take them from ſome Part of their 
Duty—That no Inconvenience could ariſe from truſting an Officer 
with a Mark to mark Meaſures ; for they are now entruſted with thoſe 
Marks that they mark Hides with—That he thinks that if Meaſures 
ate to be reviewed annually at a fixed Time it would anſwer no Pur- 
poſe; and if the Officers were allowed to do it at ſuch Times as they 
thought proper under the Direction of the ſuperior Officer, it would 
be a great Interruption to their prefent Buſineſs—Bur if the Com- 


miſſioners of Exciſe were to appoint as many Officers as there are Su- 


perviſors at 50. or 60/. a Year each he apprehends they could exe- 
cute this Office; but has a Doubt whether any ſmall Duty to be im- 
poſed would be ſufficient to pay the Expence — That in the collecting 


of the Hop Duty ſupernumerary Officers of Exciſe are appointed 
with a Salary of 25/. Pound a Year, beſides riding Charges. And he 


thinks, that if every Collector in every Diſtrict was to have two Su- 
pernumeraries inſtead of one they might go through any Buſineſs 
that might be requiſite for the ſizing and ſealing of Weights and Mea- 
ſures. In this Mr. Simon Verlander and Mr. 7ohn Barret agree in 
Opinion with Mr. Lowthian. 


And your Committee were alſo informed, that it would be an 


Eaſe to the Subject, and tend to the Diſcovery of Offenders, if every 
Maker of Meaſures of Capacity was to have a Licence only from the 


Chief Excife-Officer of the Diviſion in which ſuch Maker lived, to 


whom Meaſures made by. him ſhould be brought, and marked with the 
initial Letters of ſuch Officer's Name, and ſuch further private Mark 
as ſhould be appointed; and if the Sum to be paid at the Time of 
marking each Meaſure did not exceed for every Buſhel, or other 
greater Meaſure, 4d. for every Meaſure leſs than a Buſhel down to 
a Half-peck 3d. and for every Half-peck 2d. and every ſmaller 
Meaſure 1d. each; for every greater Meaſure than a Gallon 4d. for a 
Gallon, and every leſſer Meaſure to a Quart incluſive 3d. and for every 
Meaſure leſs than a Quart a Penny each; any inferior Exciſe Officer 
of the Diviſion, in which the Maker of any of the ſaid Meaſures dwell, 
might be truſted with the Receipt of the ſaid Sums, to be paid to 
the Collector at the next Collection, without putting the Makers to 
the Expence, and Trouble of carrying their Meaſures to any great 
Diſtance from their Home to be ſized, and marked; and theſe Re- 
gulations once complied with no others different from the general 
Rules applicable to all Meaſures and Weights would be neceſſary 

for Meaſures of Capacity. | g 
The fitſt and third Subjects of Regulation before. mentioned viz. 
Meaſures of Length and Weights, before they can be delivered out 
to the Subjects for Uſe require a different Regulation, and it being 
abſolutely neceſſary, that they Thould be ſized and aſcertained by one 
and the ſame reſpective Standard; your Committee had the following 
15 Propoſitions 
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Propoſitions offered to them which after particular Examination | 
appeared to them of the greateſt Conſequence. Bs | 
1. That Models or Patterns of Meaſures of Length and Weights 
eſtabliſhed as the genuine Standards of the Kingdom ſhould be made 
of fine hard Metal, and depoſited in the ſame Place and kept in the 
' ſame Manner as the Trial Pieces for the Coin uſed on Trials of the 
Pix are preſerved in the Exchequer. | | 
2. That other exact Copies of the ſaid Standards ſhould be made, 
by which all Meaſures of Length and Weights to be delivered to the 
Subjects ſhould be ſized, aſcertained, and marked by the Perſons au- | 
thorized to ſize the ſame, with one General Mark; and alſo with ſome „ | 
private Mark; the better to diſcover any Forgery or Alteration in the ; "om 
Weight or Meaſure. | | 
3. That the Standards firſt above mentioned ſhould be only at cer- | 
tain Times, before certain Officers, produced in Order to try and | N | 
rectify the Copies made uſe of to aſcertain the Weights and Meaſures | | | 
iſſued to the Subject. | | | | | 
4. That certain Perſons, and one particular Office, ſhould be eſtab- 
liſhed at a convenient Diſtance from the Exchequer ; where the Trial 
Standards are to be depoſited, eſpecially for the aſcertaining ſizin . 
and marking all Meaſures of Length and Weights whatſoever which 
are for the tuture to be uſed. | | 
. That this Office ſhould conſiſt of at leaſt four Commiſſioners, | 
four Clerks, a Chief Workman, and inferior Labourers and the Ex- | 
pence of ſuch Office might be defrayed by certain ſmall Sums payable 
upon the aſſizing of Meaſures and Weights; and by what ſhould be 
produced from Annual Licences granted to the Makers both of Mea- | 
ſures and Weights. hes, los - | |  Þ 
6. That at the ſaid Office any Meaſures of Length, or Weights 
whatſoever, being Parts, Multiples, or bearing a certain Proportion 
to the Standard, might be ſized, marked, and delivered our, pro- 
vided that their reſpective Meaſure or Weight according to the 
Standard be marked thereon. 1 | | 
7. That all Weights ſhould be marked upon the Ring which is fixed 
in the Caſt Iron, and through which the Handle is put, with a parti- 
cular Mark of the Office for ſizing of Weights, and alſo upon the 


— _—_— —  — 


— — 


5 Handle, with ſuch Mark as the Commiſſioners for ſizing of Weights 
0 at the Time of ſizing ſuch Weights ſhall think fit. : 
bp: 8. That all Weights, or Meaſures of Length requiring to be re- 
4 viewed, or reformed, ſhould, if within a certain Diſtance of the Office 
JP to be eſtabliſhed, if they are nearly adjuſted tothe Standard, be brought 
or ſent to the ſaid Office to be re- aſſized and marked as legal. 


rn. 


2 * 
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9. Thar from this Office a Copy of the Standard for Length 

and a Set of Standard Weights ſhould be ſent, at the Expence of the 

Public, to every Exciſe Diviſion, to'be kept by the Superviſor of the 

Exciſe for the Time being, and produced when called for, in Man- 

ner hereinafter mentioned, as Evidence, where any Meafure or Weight 2 
ſhall be called. io Queen.... OE Oy —4 
10. That all Weights beyond the aforeſaid Diſtance 'of -  '* _ 
from London, which ſhall upon 3 be found more defici- 
| . end 
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ent than computed to ariſe from the Uſe of the Weight only 
ſhould have the ſtamped or ſized Part taken out in the Preſence of two 
Commiſſioners, and the — on which the other Stamp is put to be 
broke, and ſuch Penalty inflicted, as ſhall be thought proper; bur if 
the Deficiency of the Weight does not exceed the faid | 
allowed for Waſte in uſing; then the ſaid Commiſſioners in the Preſence 
of the Exciſe Officer of the Diſtrict, appointed to ſize Meaſures, ſhall 
take out the ſtampt Part of ſuch Weight and ſee the Mark immedi- 
ately obliterated and cauſe, in his Preſence, another ſuch Part to be 
added ſo as to make the faid Weight equal to the Standard again and 
mark the ſame on the like Place where the former was marked, with 
the like Mark, as the Officer of Exciſe of that Diſtri& then uſes for 
Meaſures ; giving to the Party a Certificate containing the Deſcription 
of the Weight ſo marked, and the Mark put thereon, the Party re- 
ceiving ſuch Weight paying to the Exciſe Officer for the 
fame over and above the Expence of making ſuch Alteration, _ 
11. That as too many Gentlemen in the Country decline acting in 
the Commiſſion of the Peace, which is believed to ariſe from the In- 
tricacy of the Duty, and the Extent of the Juriſdiction; ſuch Perſons 
as may be thought proper in each Country may be eſpecially appointed 
to hear and determine and put the Law in Execution in reſpect only 
to Weights and Meafures. | 5 
12. That the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhould have all the Powers of en- 
quiring, fining, impriſoning, inflicting, or mitigating ſuch Penalties 
as the Legiſlature ſhall think neceſſary; particularly at their Diſcretion 
to ſend for any Meaſures or Weights they may think fit; and alſo for 
the Standards mentioned in Article the gth ; kept as Evidence in the 
neareſt Exciſe Diviſion, in order to examine or try whether ſuch . 
Meaſure or Weight be agreeable to the Standard; and the Carriage of 
ſuch Standards, to be uſed as Evidence, ſhould be at the County Ex- 
pence for which the Juſtices at the Quarter Seſſions ſhould make a 
reaſonable Allowance, 
13. That in order to give Time to the Subjects to be acquainted 
with the Law, and provide themſelves with Meaſures, and Weights ; a 
convenient diſtant Time for the Operation of the Law ſhould be al- 
lowed: And that in the mean Time an Abſtract of the new Statute 
ſhould be printed, and hung up in ſome open Place in every Market, 
and alſo on the Door of every Pariſh Church, and be publickly read at 
every Quarter Seſſions during a certain Period. | | 
14. That a diſtin Account ſhould be kept of all the Money ariſing 
by Weights and Meaſures, and ſuch Money ſhould be ſet apart for de- 
fraying the Charges attending the Execution of the Law for inforcing 
Uniformity therein. | £7 | 
The aforeſaid Information and theſe Propoſitions your Committee 
have ſtated at large thar the Houſe might, in ſuch farther Progreſs of 
this Matter as may be thought fit, have all the Lights which the 
Committee could obtain relating to the Subjects referred to them, 
and upon Conſideration of the Whole, | 
Tour Committee were of the Opinion expreſſed in the following 
Reſolutions. . 5 
: | ; Reſobved, 


wp] 


. Reſolved,  -- 3 1 | 8 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the Ell ought to 
contain one Yard and one Quarter, according to the Yard mentioned 
in the 3d Reſolution of the former Committee upon the Subject 
of Weights and Meaſures, agreed to by the Houſe the 2d June 1758, 
and the Pole or Perch in Length five ſuch Yards and an'Half, the' 
Furlong 220 ſuch Yards, and the Mile 1760 ſuch Yards, 2 

Reſolved, 7 | ns | 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the ſuperficial 
Perch ſhould contain 30 ſquare Yards and a Quarter, and the Rood 
ſhould contain 1210 ſquare Yards, and the Acre 4840 ſquare Yards 
aforeſaid. | TE : = 


Reſolved, © | 
Thar it is the Opinion of this Committee, that according to the 


4th, ;th, and 6th Reſolutions of the former Committee upon the . 
Subject of Weights and Meaſures agreed to by the Houſe the 2d June 
1758, the Quart ought to contain 70+ cubical Inches, the Pint 353, 
the Peck 564, and the Buſhel 2236. PRE | 
ERKReſolved, | | 5 
That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the ſeveral Parts 
of the Pound, which is mentioned in the 8th Reſolution of the for- 
mer Committee upon the Subject of Weights and Meaſures agreed 
to by the Houſe the 2d une 1758, examined and adjuſted in the 


' Preſence of this Committee, and herewith produced, viz. the Alb. 
or 6 Ounces, +1b. or 3 Ounces, 2 Ounces, 1 Ounce, 2 Half-ounces, 


the 5 Penny-weights, 3 Penny-weights, 2 Penny-weights, and 1 Pen- 
ny-weight, the 12 Grain, 6 Grain, 3 Grain, 2 Grain, and two of 1 
Grain each, ought to be the Models of the ſeveral Parts of the ſaid 
Pound, and to be uſed for ſizing or adjuſting Weights for the fu- 
ture. 
Reſolved, 5 | | | 
That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that all Weights exceed- 
ing a Pound ſhould be of Braſs, Copper, Bell-metal, or caſt Iron, 
and all thoſe which ſhall be of caſt Iron ſhould be made in the Form 
and with a Handle of hammered Iron, ſuch as the Pattern herewith 
produced, with the Mark of the Weight caſt in the Iron; and all 
Weights of a Pound or under ſhould be of Gold, Silver, Braſs, Cop- 
per, or Bell- metal. | t e 
Reſolved, RES | | | 
Thar it is the Opinion of this Committee, that all Weights of caſt 
Iron ſhould have the initial Letters of the Name of the Maker upon 
the upper Bar of the Handle; and all other Weights ſhould have the 
ſame, together with the Mark of the Weight, according to the' 
Standard, upon ſome convenient Part thereof. 
Reſobued, „ | „ 
That it js the Opinion of this Committee, that the Yard mentioned 
in the 2d Reſolution of the former Committee upon the Subject of 
Weights and Meaſures, agreed to by the Houſe the 2d June 1758, be- 
ing the Standard of Eength, and the Pound mentioned in the 8th 
Reſolution of the former Committee upon the Subject of Weights 
| and 
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and Meaſures, agreed to by the Houſe the 2d June 1738, being the 


Standard of Weight, ought to be depoſited in the Court of the Re- 
ceipt of the Exchequer, and there ſafely kept under the Seals of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and of the Chief Baron, and the Seal 


of Office of the Chamberlains of the Exchequer, and not to be. 


opened, but by the Order and in the Preſence of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and the Chief Baron, for the Time being. 
Reſolved, 76 ix 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the moſt effectual 
Means to aſcertain Uniformity in Meaſures of Length and Weights 
to be uſed throughout the Realm, would be, to appoint certain Per- 
ſons at one particular Office, with Clerks and Workmen under them, 
for the Purpoſe only of ſizing and adjuſting, for the Uſe of the Sub- 
jets, all "Meaſures of Length, and all Weights being Parts, Multi- 
ples, or certain Proportions of the Standards, to be uſed for the fu- 
Lure. 

Reſolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that a Model or Pattern 
of the ſaid Standard Yard mentioned in the 2d Reſolution of the for- 
mer Committee agreed to by the Houſe 2d June 1758, and now in 
Cuſtody of the Clerk of the Houſe, and a Model or Pattern of 
the Standard Pound, mentioned in the 8th Reſolution of the former 
Committee agreed to by the Houſe 2d June 1758, together with 


Models or Patterns of the Parts of the ſaid Pound now preſented to the 


Houſe, and alſo of the Multiples of the ſaid Pound mentioned in this 


Report (when the ſame are adjuſted) ſhould be kept in the ſaid Office, 


in Cuſtody of the ſaid Perſons to be appointed for ſizing Weights 
and Meaſures, under the Seal of the Chief Baron of the Court of Ex- 
chequer for the Time being, to be opened only by Order of the ſaid 
Chief Baron in his Preſence, or the Preſence of one of the Barons of 
the Exchequer, on the Application of the ſaid Perſons, for the Pur- 
poſe of correcting and adjuſting, as Occaſion ſhall require, the Pat- 
terns or Models uſed at the ſaid Office, for ſizing PH: den. of Length 
and Weights delivered out to the Subjects. 
Reſolved, | | i 
That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that Models or Patterns 


of the ſaid Standard Yard and Standard Pound aforeſaid, and alſo Mo- 


dels or Patterns of the Parts and Multiples aforeſaid of the ſaid Pound, 
ſhould be lodged in the ſaid. Office for the ſizing of ſuch Meaſures of 
Length or Weights, as being Parts, Multiples, or Proportions of the 
ſaid Standards, ſhall hereafter be required by any of his Majeſty's 
Subjects, | | 
Reſolved, | 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that all Meaſures of 
Length and Weights, {ized at the ſaid Office, ſhould be marked in ſome 
convenient Part thereof, with ſuch Marks as ſhall be thought expedi- 
ent to ſhew the Identity of the Meaſures and Weights ſized at the 
ſaid Office, and to diſcoyer any Frauds that may be committed 


therein. | | 
| Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, | | n d | 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the ſaid Office 
ſhould be kept within a convenient Diſtance of the Court of Exche- 
quer at Weſtminſter ; and that all Meaſures of Length and Weights, 
within a certain Diſtance of London, ſhall be corrected and re-aſſized, 
as Occaſion ſhall require, at the ſaid Office. 

Reſolved, | | | 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that in order to inforce 
Uniformity in Weights and Meaſures to be uſed for the future, all 
Perſons appointed by the Crown to act as Juſtices of the Peace in any 
County, or City, or Town Corporate, being reſpectively Counties 
within themſelves, throughout the Realm, ſhould be impowered to 
hear and determine, and put the Law in Execution in Reſpect to 
Weights and Meaſures only, without any of them being obliged to 
ſue out a Dedimus, or to act in any other Matter; and the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners ſhould be impowered to fine and impriſon, and to inflict or 
mitigate ſuch Penalties as ſhall be thought proper, and have ſuch 
other Authorities -as ſhall be neceſſary for compelling the Uſe of 
Weights and Meaſures agreeable to the aforeſaid Standards. 

. Reſolved, 18 85 | 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that Models or Pat- 
terns of the ſaid Standard Yard and Pound, and of the Parts and 
Multiples thereof beforementioned, ſhould be diſtributed in each 
County in ſuch Manner as to be readily uſed for Evidence in all Caſes 


where Meaſures and Weights ſhall be queſtioned before the ſaid Com- 


miſſioners, and for adjuſting the ſame in a proper Manner. 


Ihe ſaid Reſolutions being read a ſecond Time, were agreed to by 


the Houſe. | 
Ordered, | | 
That the ſaid Report, together with the Proceedings of the Houſe 
thereupon, be printed; and that Mr. Speaker do appoint the printing, 
thereof; and that no Perſon, but ſuch as he ſhall appoint, do pre- 


ſume to print the ſame. 


Ordered, | De os 
That the Troy Pound Weight, which upon the 4th Day of De. 
cember laſt was referred to the ſaid Committee, be locked up by the 


Clerk of this Houſe, and kept by him, 


Ordered, - © 
That the ſeveral Weights, the Pattern of a Weight, and alſo the 
Model for a Handle of an Half-hundred Weight, referred to in 
the ſaid Report, be locked up by the Clerk of this Houſe, and kept 
Ss : 
F 


